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A Faltering Insurgency

* Dozens of senior leaders killed.

* Flood of foreign fighters now just a trickle.

* Tens of thousands of kilometres recaptured.

* Contested in Mosul; lost Fallujah, Qayyara, Manbij and so on.
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One more metric — propaganda.

1. Narrative gradually reverting to type.

2. Formerly active provinces now dormant.

3. Decline in production & dissemination since end of 2015.
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1. The Narrative

* Reverting to type.

e Regular calls for retributive justice abroad — not hijra.

* Apologia characterising leadership statements — inhiyaz etc.
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Influence Warfare

Adversary Audience

AND ALLAH WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR YOU
AGAINST THEM.
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Influence Warfare

Supporter Audience
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Victimhood
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An Unravelling Narrative?
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2. The Caliphate Brand

 Becoming more localised.

* Information channels degraded.

* Centralisation trumps proliferation.
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3. Output

* Steady decline in 2015/16.

* Not just shift to “quality over quantity.”

* Photographs and videos main media to decelerate.
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Monthly Video Output
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Why?

e Social media landscape increasingly inhospitable.

e Territorial loss: less to brag about, harder to compile.

* Airstrikes targeting infrastructure & human expertise.
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Thank you for your time.

charlie.winter@kcl.ac.uk




