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Debates about banning extremists 

1. Civil liberties versus public safety/security 

2. Technical challenges of identify extremists, appeals process 

3. Consequences of banning versus tolerating 



What is the goal of banning extremists 

1. Reducing extremist violence 

2. Reducing extremism 



What approaches can be taken to extremists 

1. Removing extremists 

2. Tolerating extremists 



Goal 

Reduce 
Extremist 
Violence 

Reduce 
Extremism 

Approach 

Tolerate 
extremist users 

Remove 
extremist users 



Goal: Reducing extremist violence 

Approach: tolerating extremists  
• Extremists exposed to differing opinions, no echo chamber of awful, 

perhaps less chance of individuals becoming more willing to use violence 
• Idea X seems pretty extreme 

 

Approach: removing extremists 
• Extremists pushed into marginal spaces (like gab.ai and 4chan), less 

interaction with non-extremists, more echo chamber of awful 
• Idea X seems less extreme 

• Being banned increases their sense of persecution, fueling grievances and 
the desire to fix grievances 

 



Goal: Reducing extremism 

Approach: tolerating extremists  

• More opportunities for recruitment and mainstreaming of ideas 
(Overton window) 

• Possibilities for deradicalization or disengagement through interaction 
with non-extremists 

 

Approach: removing extremists 

• Fewer opportunities for recruitment or mainstreaming of ideas 

• Fewer opportunities for deradicalization and disengagement 
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Caveats 

Banning extremists might make an individual more likely to use 
violence, while tolerating extremists might make an individual less 
likely to use violence.  

• BUT tolerating extremists might mean a larger population of people 
who might use violence, so even if individual likelihood goes down, 
overall likelihood could go up 



Consequences of banning extremists 
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Banning extremists 

Likelihood of violence = individual propensity for violence x number of 
individuals 

 

Likelihood of violence given banning = increased individual propensity 
for violence x decreased number of individuals 

 



Decision makers need to decide what their goal is before creating 
policy to pursue that goal. 

• Reduce extremist violence 

• Reduce extremism 
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