
This	
  Workshop	
  will	
  Focus	
  on…	
  

1.  Individuals	
  convicted	
  of	
  terrorism	
  
related	
  offences;	
  

2. How	
  (if	
  at	
  all)	
  they	
  used	
  the	
  internet;	
  
3. Behavioural	
  correlates;	
  
4. How	
  these	
  behaviours	
  can	
  be	
  
detected,	
  prevented,	
  disrupted.	
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Who	
  We	
  Are…	
  
•  Dr.	
  Noemie	
  Bouhanna	
  (UCL)	
  –	
  Criminology	
  	
  
•  Dr.	
  Maura	
  Conway	
  (DCU)	
  –	
  PoliLcs/InternaLonal	
  
RelaLons	
  	
  

•  Ms.	
  Emily	
  Corner	
  (UCL)	
  –	
  Criminology	
  	
  
•  Ms.	
  Lisa	
  McInerney	
  (DCU)	
  –	
  PoliLcs/
InternaLonal	
  RelaLons	
  	
  

•  Ms.	
  Amy	
  Thornton	
  (UCL)	
  –	
  Criminology	
  	
  
•  Dr.	
  Tim	
  Davies	
  (OII)	
  –	
  History	
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Online	
  
RadicalizaEon	
  
The	
  State	
  of	
  the	
  Art	
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Literature	
  Review	
  Process…	
  



Open	
  Access	
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Straw	
  Poll	
  
What	
  %	
  of	
  these	
  arEcles	
  do	
  you	
  think:	
  
– ULlized	
  some	
  form	
  of	
  data	
  

•  Primary	
  
•  Secondary	
  

– Focused	
  on	
  individuals	
  convicted	
  of	
  terrorism	
  
offences	
  

– Focused	
  on	
  individuals	
  on	
  extremist	
  forums	
  
– ULlized	
  theory	
  from	
  	
  

•  Psychology	
  
•  Criminology	
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Straw	
  Poll	
  Answers	
  
%	
  of	
  these	
  arEcles	
  that:	
  
– ULlized	
  some	
  form	
  of	
  data	
  (6.5%)	
  

•  Primary	
  (2%	
  but	
  mostly	
  focused	
  on	
  forums/social	
  media)	
  
•  Secondary	
  (4.5%)	
  

– Focused	
  on	
  individuals	
  convicted	
  of	
  terrorism	
  
offences	
  (3.5%)	
  

– Focused	
  on	
  individuals	
  on	
  extremist	
  forums	
  (2.5%)	
  
– ULlized	
  theory	
  from	
  	
  

•  Psychology	
  (1%)	
  
•  Criminology	
  (0%)	
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This	
  Workshop	
  Will…	
  
Test	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  assumpEons	
  made	
  in	
  the	
  
literature:	
  
AssumpEon	
  1	
  
“During	
  the	
  past	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  years,	
  
however,	
  face-­‐to-­‐face	
  radicalizaLon	
  
has	
  been	
  replaced	
  by	
  online	
  
radicalizaLon”	
  (Sageman,	
  ‘The	
  Next	
  GeneraLon	
  of	
  
Terror,’	
  2008,	
  see	
  also	
  Leaderless	
  Jihad)	
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AssumpEon	
  2	
  

“It	
  has	
  been	
  iniLally	
  idenLfied	
  
that	
  radicalisaLon	
  is	
  basically	
  
having	
  two	
  versions	
  which	
  are	
  
online	
  and	
  offline”	
  	
  
	
  

(Omotoyinbo,	
  ‘Online	
  RadicalisaLon:	
  The	
  Net	
  or	
  
the	
  NeLzen?,	
  2009)	
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AssumpEon	
  3	
  

“Approaches	
  aimed	
  at	
  restricLng	
  
freedom	
  of	
  speech	
  and	
  removing	
  
content	
  from	
  the	
  Internet	
  are	
  not	
  
only	
  the	
  least	
  desirable,	
  they	
  are	
  
also	
  the	
  least	
  effecLve.”	
  	
  
(Neumann,	
  Countering	
  Online	
  RadicalizaHon	
  in	
  
America,	
  2013)	
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AssumpEon	
  4	
  
“This	
  review	
  emphasizes	
  the	
  need	
  
to	
  promote	
  digital	
  literacy	
  among	
  
youth,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  both	
  protect	
  
them,	
  and	
  to	
  enable	
  them	
  to	
  
benefit	
  from	
  the	
  Internet.”	
  	
  
(Gaeraerts,	
  ‘Digital	
  RadicalizaLon	
  of	
  Youth,’	
  
2012)	
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Today	
  and	
  Tomorrow	
  We	
  Will…	
  
1.	
  Provide	
  a	
  comparaLve	
  analysis	
  of	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  lone	
  
actor	
  terrorists	
  who	
  did	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  uLlize	
  virtual	
  
learning/communicaLons	
  (Emily	
  Corner)	
  
2.	
  Provide	
  a	
  preliminary	
  set	
  of	
  results	
  based	
  on	
  our	
  
Biographies	
  Database	
  (developed	
  through	
  the	
  VOX-­‐
Pol	
  project)	
  (Amy	
  Thornton)	
  
3.	
  Discuss	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  systemic	
  analysis	
  to	
  turn	
  
findings	
  into	
  intervenLons	
  and	
  evaluate	
  them	
  
(Noemie	
  Bouhana)	
  
4.	
  Look	
  for	
  input	
  from	
  you	
  re.	
  what	
  we’ve	
  missed	
  
and	
  possible	
  next	
  steps	
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